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FPC Business of Sumitomo Electric —— by Masayuki Kanehiro, Shuji Kashiwagi, Koki Nakama, Junichiro Nishikawa
and Hideo Aramaki —— Sumitomo Electric is a comprehensive wiring material manufacturer who was among the first
to start developing flexible printed circuit (FPC) in Japan about forty years ago. It was only in the latter half of the
1970s that FPC began to be used in consumer products and the FPC market has been steadily growing year after
year since the 1980s. Since the full-scale spread of mobile phones in 2000, the FPC market is expanding rapidly.
During this time, Sumitomo Electric has been actively engaged in developing new products, new materials and new
technologies (connection technology, etc.) by fully utilizing its integrative capability as a comprehensive wiring
material manufacturer. The Company faced a harsh business environment during Japan’s prolonged recession after
the collapse of bubble economy in the early 1990s, but was able to tide over business difficulties by conducting
business actively. The FPC business of Sumitomo Electric has grown much larger as the Company utilized its
flexibility, creativity and extensive technological capabilities in contributing to size and weight reduction as well as to
function and performance improvement of electronic equipment. This paper describes the expansion of Sumitomo
Electric’'s FPC business.
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