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Development of Endmills for Machining Hardened Steel Molds and Copper Electrodes —— by Kazuya Yano, Hiroyuki
Shimada and Daisuke Murakami——In recent years, mold manufacturers have been prompted to provide low-cost,
high-precision products and shorten the delivery time in response to the miniaturization of products and price
competition in the global market. Due to this trend, mold manufacturers desire to shift their manufacturing method of
hardened steel from electric discharge processing with copper electrodes to direct cutting. Sumitomo Electric
Hardmetal Corporation has newly released the cubic boron nitride (CBN) BNBR endmills to expand its product line-
up for direct cutting. The company has also developed CBN BNBC endmills and diamond-like carbon coated (DLC
COAT) SNB2 endmills for copper electrode processing. This paper describes their improved features and
performance.
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