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The Trend of Microdrills for Printed Circuit Boards —— by Hiroaki Gotou —— Printed circuit boards (PCB), widely
used in electronic devices, have been increasingly improving in performance, cost effectiveness and miniaturization.

This trend seems to continue for a while, and accordingly, further sophisticated microdrills are also required for

precise drilling of PCB. We, at Sumitomo Electric Hardmetal Corp., have produced cemented carbide materials to be

used for microdrills for many years, and commenced mass-production of special materials for composite-type

microdrill parts ahead of others. Now, we are leading the market as the top manufacturer in this field. In response to

diverse needs from users, we are aiming to develop high quality materials and expand the market share even further.

In this report, the author describes the development of microdrill material, “Igetalloy,” along with the trend of microdirills.
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